Newspeak Activity.
1984 by George Orwell
Transport yourself to the world of Winston Smith and try your hand at writing Newspeak…
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For this assignment you have a choice of activities, but they all are designed to demonstrate your knowledge of the basic concepts of Newspeak. You will need to read the “The Principles of NEWSPEAK” (pp. 299-312). The idea is to capture the spirit of Ingsoc and Newspeak.  Remember basic principles:
1. euphony (staccato, mono-syllabic)

2. grammatical rules (creating adverbs, adjectives, conjugation)

3. meaning of word/concept

4. limiting thought 

5. limiting language

Option One:

You are a Party journalist. Find a recent news article in either the New York Times (nytimes.com), Washington Post (washingtonpost.com), or the Wall Street Journal (wsj.com) – must be from the News section – and rewrite at least three paragraphs in Newspeak.

Assemble so we can compare the original with your version.

1. Print your article from the paper.

2. Rewrite (typed) in the spirit of Ingsoc and Newspeak

4. Staple original to your new version.

5. Don’t forget to change the headline.

6. Give yourself a byline (your name or a made up one)

Option Two:

You work in “porec” and need to make poems Ingsoc appropriate.

1. Find a poem from a famous poet on www.poetry.org/famous.htm 

2. Translate into a version that would be approved by The Party

3. Paste original next to your version – they should appear side-by-side on the same page.
4. All work must be typed. The “paste” above refers to “copy and paste”
Option Three:

You are a “historian” and are in charge of re-telling a famous historical battle.
1. Find a well-known 19th or 20th century American battle (think Civil War or WWII) 
2. Find and print a credible synopsis (GET APPROVAL) of the battle that includes the facts (where, when, why, etc.)

3. Re-write (typed) the battle for a text that the Parsons children would read. 

4. Staple your version to the original
Bonus:

You are the versification programmer. Write an original verse of a song that a Prole may sing. You may not simply copy the lyrics of any Drake song.  
Due:  Friday.  Be prepared to share in class.


25 points

Graded on:  

1. adherence to Newspeak principles (as outlined in “The Principles of Newspeak” pp. 299-312) 10
2. creativity
3. following instructions/completeness 10
4. accuracy 5
