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Direction: Answer the following questions with complete thoughts.

1. Describe Joseph McCarthy’s first few years as a senator.

2. What was his motivation to weed out Communists in government?

3. According to McCarthy, what was the cause of the downfall of the American government since the end of WWII?

4. What was the most obscene inconsistency of McCarthy’s accusations from the get-go?

5. Why might people have been willing to believe McCarthy when he had no actual evidence?

6. Record 3 of his condemning quotes and the person about whom he said them.

7. Summarize the ridiculous accusation explained on page 209.

8. What were some of the reasons for dismissal for some government employees during the Truman and Eisenhower administrations?

9. What was the affect blacklisting had on some in Hollywood?

10. Besides blacklisting, how did Hollywood deal with the Great Fear?

11. In your own words, explain the irony of the anti-communist movement of the fifties?

12. In your opinion, what is the most significant connection of the anti-communist movement of the fifties and witch hunts of the 1690’s?

